
 
  

 

 

 

The 18th Annual Meeting of the European Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel 

PUTTING THE PRESSURE IN THE HEART OF EUROPE  

 

 

The European Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel (EPUAP) is a professional organization that 

promotes the prevention and treatment of pressure ulcers. An important activity of 

EPUAP is the annual conference. The aim of the annual conference is bringing together 

clinical care practitioners, researchers and people from industry, to discuss the current 

status of the problem in Europe and the world and to discuss new developments in 

pressure ulcer prevention, treatment and care. 

 

The 18th Annual Meeting of the European Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel will take place 

between 16 – 18 September in Ghent, Belgium at Cultural and Conference Centre “Het 

Pand”. The host of this year’s conference is the University Centre for Nursing and 

Midwifery, based at the Department of Public Health at the Faculty of Medicine and 

Health Sciences at Ghent University. The conference is organized in collaboration with all 

Belgian woundcare organizations. 

 

The overall theme of the conference is “Putting the Pressure in the Heart of Europe” and 

the main topics of the conference programme will be: 

 

- the societal impact of pressure ulcers 

- health economics 

- how to put pressure ulcers on the international agenda for healthcare 

- pressure ulcers and quality indicators 

- developing and evaluating local and national quality improvement projectsinternational 

- collaboration in practice, research and education 

 

The participants will be clinicians, doctors as well as representatives of the relevant 

industry in the field of pressure ulcer and wound management, in a ratio of 70/10/20.  

 

More than 500 experts are attending the conference from 35 countries in Europe, The 

United States, Asia, Australia and Middle East.  

 

More than 120 abstracts were submitted for the conference. The scientific programme 

will include key sessions, free paper and poster sessions, interactive sessions, industry 

symposia and workshops. More than 30 companies will be exhibiting at the conference. 

 

 

The Dutch language symposium and the French language symposium will also 

take place in the context of the EPUAP Annual Meeting. Both symposia will be held on 

17th of September.  

 

Programme highlights: 

 

Ethics, accountability and health economics in pressure ulcers 

Interactive session on pressure ulcers in paediatric patients 
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Quality improvement projects for pressure ulcers: from implementation to measuring 

and comparing quality improvement 

Interactive clinical case discussions 

And many other interesting sessions 

 

The EPUAP 2015 scientific programme has been accredited by the European 

Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (EACCME) and assigned 14 

European CME Credits (ECMEC).  

 

Prof. dr. Dimitri Beeckman    Prof. dr. Amit Gefen 

Ghent University, Belgium      Tel Aviv University, Israel 

 

Chair EPUAP 2015 Annual Meeting    President EPUAP 

Chair of the EPUAP Scientific Committee  

 

 

Pressure ulcers: indicators for quality of care  

 

Pressure ulcers are injuries to skin and underlying tissue resulting from prolonged 

pressure on the skin and the tissue. They can range from mild reddening of the skin to 

severe tissue damage. Despite many efforts (education research, service to the public), 

pressure ulcers remain a major health problem. Prevalence ranges between 8.8% and 

29.9% in nursing homes and between 7.3% and 23% in hospitals throughout Europe 

and North- America. In a recent study conducted at Ghent University (2015), the annual 

cost of pressure ulcer prevention in hospitals was € 28.34 million and € 17.53 million in 

nursing homes.  Consensus exists that many pressure ulcers are preventable and can be 

avoided through simple interventions by frontline healthcare staff, patients, and their 

carers. Although pressure ulcer development is now generally considered as an indicator 

for quality of care, questions and concerns about situations in which they are 

unavoidable remain. In this regards, international discussions are ongoing about 

documenting pressure ulcers as medical errors and adverse events. 

 

 

About EPUAP 

 

The European Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel was created in London in December 

1996 to lead and support all European countries in the efforts to prevent and treat 

pressure ulcers.  

The mission statement guiding the activities of the association is: 

"To provide the relief of persons suffering from or at risk of pressure ulcers, in particular 

through research and the education of the public and by influencing pressure ulcer policy 

in all European countries towards an adequate patient centred and cost effective 

pressure ulcer care." 

 

One of the main activities of EPUAP is the annual meeting, which brings together clinical 

care practitioners, researchers and people from industry, to discuss the current status of 

the problem in Europe and the world and to discuss new developments in pressure ulcer 

prevention, treatment and care.  

 

www.epuap.org  

 

About the EPUAP 2015 Annual Meeting 
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